
DEPOSITION OF CATHERINE S. LAWRENCE, FANNY V. C. LAWRENCE, AND JOHN A. RUMSEY ON 9-16 OCT. 
1871 
 
Circuit Court. Fauquier County Va. 
William H. Payne, Executor of Charles Ayres, dec’d. plaintiff 
against 
William K. Flowrence [Floweree], Viana Fletcher and others defendants 
 
State of New York, County of Seneca 
Notary Public’s Office Seneca Falls 
 
I, William K. Miller a Notary Public in for the county of Seneca State of New York do certify that, on the 
9th day of October 1871, at my office in Seneca Falls in said County, between the hours of ten o’clock 
A.M. and eight o’clock P.M. of that day, Catherine S. Lawrence, Fanny Fletcher, otherwise Fanny V. C. 
Lawrence, and John A. Rumsey witnesses on behalf of defendants Fletcher in a suit depending in  the 
Circuit Court of Fauquier County Virginia, came before me, and the said Catherine S. Lawrence having 
been first duly sworn, deposeth & saith as follows; 
 
Ques. 1. What is your name age and residence. 
Ans. My name is Catherine S. Lawrence, my age is fifty years and upwards, and at present I reside in 
Seneca Falls but formerly lived in Auburn in the State of New York. 
 
Ques. 2. Where was [sic] you & what was your occupation in 1862?  
Ans. In the year 1862 I was at Fairfax Seminary Va. in the capacity of hospital nurse for the Union Army. I 
went there from the State of New York in the employment of the Sanitary Commission. 
 
Ques. Did you there become acquainted with the girls now here known as Viana Ayres and her sisters 
Sally and Fanny and, if so, under what circumstances? 
Ans. Yes, During the month of August 1862 there came into the Union lines & to Fairfax Seminary where 
I was, three girls Viana, Sally and Fanny, the children of Mary Fletcher who was the slave of Charles R. 
Ayres of Rectortown and of Warrenton Fauquier County Va. That these children were then & there 
known as Viana Fletcher, Sally Fletcher and Fanny Fletcher. 
 
Ques. How long have you known these girls & what has been their history since 1862?  
Ans. From the time the girls came to Fairfax Seminary they remained constantly in my care and under 
my charge until they came North with me in the summer of 1863, and I have known them intimately 
ever since. Viana entered the family of John A. Rumsey of Seneca Falls in the year 1864 and resided 
there until September 1867 when she entered the family of Doctor Dio Lewis of Lexington Mass. 
residing with him at Lexington and with his mother at Auburn Cayuga County N.Y. where I frequently 
saw her and took care of her. That Sally the sister of Viana entered the family of Doctor Dio Lewis 
immediately upon coming North and lived with him continuously until her death at his house on 
October 21st 1867. That said Viana was baptized in the Wesleyan Church in Seneca Falls by the Rev. Mr. 
Lyle & took the name of Viana Ayres or Viana Fletcher Ayres, and that each of her sisters since then has 
been known by the name of Ayres except said Fanny who takes the name of Lawrence from myself. 
 
Ques. What do you know as to the identity of Viana Ayres and Sally Ayres so called wi th the children of 
Mary Fletcher of Fauquier County Virginia? 



Ans. I know that the girls who came to Fairfax Seminary in 1862 and were then & there known as the 
children of Mary Fletcher the slave of Charles R. Ayres, are the same identical persons known here as 
Viana Ayres or Viana Fletcher Ayres, Sally Ayres or Sally Fletcher Ayres, and Fanny Lawrence or Fanny 
Ayres Lawrence. 
 
Ques. What were the ages of these girls respectively when you first knew them? 
Ans. The girl Viana was about twelve years of age, that Sally was about ten years of age and Fanny 
between three and four years of age. 
 
Ques. What persons can you name as coming into the Union lines with these girls? 
Ans. A colored woman named Gleaves and her little girl called Selena, and a girl named Payne and two 
colored men known as Uncle Ben and Uncle Bill. 
 
Ques. What account did these girls give of themselves when you first saw them? 
Ans. They severally said they were from Rectortown Va. not far from Warrenton. They said they were 
slaves of Charles Rufus Ayres who had then recently died, and that their mother’s name was Mary 
Fletcher and they spoke of her death, they said their Grandmother Kidda told them to come into the 
Union lines as soon as she was dead-- that this Grandma Kidda was the mother of Charles R. Ayres. They 
also spoke of Ann Rector who was a daughter of Grandma Kidda and half sister of Mr. Ayres and the 
same person has since married Dr. Hawley. They said they had walked from Rectortown to Fairfax 
Seminary Viana, Sally and the men mentioned alternately carrying the child Fanny. And while at Fairfax 
Seminary several fugitive slaves from Rectortown & vicinity saw these girls in my care and recognized 
them calling them by their names Viana Sally and Fanny and generally calling Viana “Rufus Ayres” on 
account of her likeness to her father. That they were always spoken of as the slaves and children of 
Charles R. Ayres. And that the colored men known as Uncle Ben and Uncle Bill told me at Fairfax 
Seminary Va. that these girls were mentioned in the will of the said Charles R. Ayres their reputed father 
and master.  Catharine S. Lawrence. 
 
And the said Fanny V. C. Lawrence having been first duly sworn deposeth and saith as follows, that is to 
say; 
 
Ques. 1. What is your name, age and residence? 
Ans. My name now is Fanny V. C. Lawrence, my age is thirteen the first of May next, and I now reside 
with Mrs. Catherine S. Lawrence at Seneca Falls N.Y. 
 
Ques. 2. How long have you lived with Mrs. Lawrence? 
Ans. Ever since I came into the Union Lines at Fairfax Seminary in 1862. I lived with her at Fairfax about 
one year and then came north and lived with her at Albany and then with her at Fulton Oswego Co. N.Y. 
and a short time at Auburn N.Y. We also lived at Mexico Oswego Co. N.Y. 
 
Ques. What was your mother’s name and how well do you remember her? 
Ans. My mother’s name was Mary Fletcher. I remember living with her at Rectortown Va. and remember 
when she died on Rector’s plantation formerly known as Ayres’ 
 
Ques. Had you any sisters and if so what were their names? 
Ans. Yes I had two, Viana and Sally. 
 
Ques. What became of them after your mother’s death? 



Ans. After my mother’s death they remained in the plantation in charge of Grandma Kidda the mother 
of Mr. Charles Ayres and Ann Rector; until the death of Grandma Kidda when they took me with them 
into the Union lines at Fairfax Seminary. 
 
Ques. How did you get from Rectortown to Fairfax Seminary? 
Ans. My sisters Viana and Sally in company with two colored men named Uncle Ben & Uncle Bill and 
other slaves walked: my sisters & Uncle Ben & Uncle Bill carrying me until we met Mrs. Catherin S. 
Lawrence with whom I have lived ever since. 
 
Ques. have you a distinct recollection of living at Rectortown and of the people with whom you there 
lived? 
Ans. I have. I remember Ann Rector, and I remember Mr. Rector the husband of Grandma Kidda. I 
remember the cook and her little girl Nanny, also that Mr. Rector had false teeth; also a slave known as 
old blind Nat who used to pound hominy, & take care of horses. I remember that they sent sister Sally 
away a week before we left, to work; and she came back the night we started for Fairfax Seminary. 
 
Ques. What became of your sisters after they entered the Union lines? 
Ans. They came North with Mrs. Catherine S. Lawrence and myself; Viana lived with John A. Rumsey in 
his family at Seneca Falls N.Y. until 1867, when she went to live with Dr. Dio Lewis. Sally lived with Dr. 
Dio Lewis from the time she came North until she died at Lexington Mass. at his house. I was at said 
Lewis’ house with Mrs. Lawrence a short time before Sally’s death and saw her there. 
 
Ques. What  do you know about the girl called Viana and the girl now called Viana Fletcher Ayres being 
the same person & being the sister of Sally? 
Ans. I know that my sisters Viana and Sally who came with me from Rectortown to Fairfax Seminary and 
who were there called Viana Fletcher and Sally Fletcher and were there known as the children of my 
mother Mary Fletcher and the slaves of Charles Rufus Ayres are the same person who lived with Mrs. 
Catherine S. Lawrence at Fairfax Seminary and came North with her and are here known as Viana Ayres 
or Viana Fletcher Ayres and Sally Ayres or Sally Fletcher Ayres. That Sally died at Dr.  Dio Lewis’in his 
family and that Viana lived with John A. Rumsey and then with Dr. Dio Lewis and his mother sometimes 
at Lexington Mass. and sometimes in Auburn N.Y. I know that Mary Fletcher who died at Rectortown Va. 
was our mother, and that Viana and Sally are my sisters. I have known them at all times since I can 
recollect and have been with them or near them all the time; I know that they are the same girls that 
were called Viana Fletcher and Sally Fletcher and that they took the name of Ayres after Viana was 
baptized. 
 
Ques. Was your mother a free woman or a slave? 
Ans. I understood my mother had been the slave of Charles Rufus Ayres but that she had her freedom at 
his death and lived with Mr. Rector or on the plantation until her death. I heard from the people at 
Rectortown that my mother and my sisters Viana and Sally were made free by the will of Mr. Ayres 
made before I was born, I remember the woman Greaves and her child Selena older than I by about a 
year who were also made free by the same will. 
 
Ques. Have you seen since you came North any of the people from Rectortown whom you knew there 
and remembered besides your sisters? 
Ans. Yes, I met at Providence, Rhode Island three or more years ago, yes I think six years ago a girl called 
Laura that I was well acquainted with in Rectortown and played with there, I don’t know whose child she 
was; I also met Betsy, another girl whom I used to know & play with at Rectortown, the child of a 



woman named Payne who had been a slave on Ayres’ plantation. This Betsey was called Betsey Francis 
in Providence where I met her.  Fanny V. C. Lawrence 
 
And the said John A. Rumsey having been first duly sworn deposeth and saith as follows. that is to say: 
 
Ques. What is your name age residence and occupation? 
Ans. My name is John A. Rumsey, my age is fifty-one years, I reside in Seneca Falls Seneca Co N.Y. and 
am a manufacturer & one of the firm of Rumsey & Co of that place 
 
Ques. How long have you resided in Seneca Falls? 
Ans. Between twenty-five and thirty years. 
 
Ques. Do you know Catherine S. Lawrence and the girls Viana, Sally and Fanny? 
Ans. I do. 
 
Ques. How long have you known them? 
Ans. Since 1863 or 1864 when said Mrs. Lawrence returned from Fairfax Seminary Va having charge of 
these three girls Viana, Sally and Fanny, one of whom namely Viana she brought to my house. 
 
Ques. How long did Viana remain at your house? 
Ans. Until the fall of 1867.  
 
Ques. What became of her then and what had become of her sisters Sally and Fanny? 
Ans. The girl Viana went into the family of Doctor Dio Lewis in the fall of 1867 and continued to live with 
them at Lexington Mass. and with the mother of said Lewis in Auburn N.Y. The girl Sally entered the 
family of Dr. Lewis when she died in October 1867. The girl Fanny remained with Mrs. Lawrence and still 
resides with her. For a time she lived with her in Oswego Co. N.Y. and now lives with her in Seneca Falls 
N.Y. 
 
Ques. What was the appearance of these girls when you first saw them? 
Ans. Viana seemed to be a girl of about thirteen years ofage, Sally about ten and Fanny about four. They 
were smart intelligent girls, bore a strong resemblance to each other, were affectionate as sisters and 
showed well defined traces of African blood-- about one quarter I should say. 
 
Ques. By what names were they known when they first came to Seneca Falls and when were the names 
changed, if changed and how? 
Ans. The eldest was called Viana or Viana Fletcher, the second Sally or Sally Fletcher, and the youngest 
Fanny or Fanny Fletcher. They said their mother’s name was Mary Fletcher and she had been the slave 
of Charles R. Ayres of Rectortown and Warrenton Va. That after the girls came North they were adopted 
in white families and Viana after being baptized in the Wesleyan church in Seneca Falls took the name of 
Viana Ayres or of Viana Fletcher Ayres--this was about three years after she came to my house and 
before this she was known as Viana Fletcher. Her sister Sally then took the name of Sally Ayres or Sally 
Fletcher Ayres and Fanny has generally been known as Fanny V. C. Lawrence taking the name of her 
adopted mother Catherine S. Lawrence. 
 
Ques. Do you know that the girl now called Viana Ayres or Viana Fletcher Ayres and the girl Sally that 
died at the house of Dr. Dio Lewis and the girl Fanny now living with Mrs. Lawrence are the same 



identical girls that came north with Mrs. Lawrence and were then called Viana Fletcher, Sally Fletcher 
and Fanny Fletcher the children of mary Fletcher of Rectortown Va.? 
Ans. I do. I have known them at all times since they came North, have seen them several times each 
year, have been interested in them and have had a general oversight over them. 
 
Ques. What other evidence have you of the identity of these three girls with the children of Mary 
Fletcher deceased? 
Ans. When they first came North they told me about Rectortown and about their mother Mary Fletcher 
and her death and about Charles R. Ayres and the circumstances of his death, that he was killed, shot by 
one of his neighbors, and about his will and its contents and proof at Warrenton and about Ann Rector 
and Dr. Hawler and other facts which I have found by inquiry and correspondence to have been truly 
stated.   John A. Rumsey 
 
Which examination being completed I now send and certify the same unto the said Circuit Court of 
Fauquier County in the State of Virginia. In testimony whereof I hereunto subscribe my name and affix 
my Seal of Office on the 16th day of October 1871 at the place and between the hours specified. 
 
Wm. K. Miller, Notary Public in & for Seneca County. 
 
[Transcribed 9/6/2013 by Jean L. Cooper.] 
 



 
 
 

  



DEPOSITION OF SALINA PETERS ON 19 OCTOBER 1889 
 
State of New Jersey 
Essex County 
 
Salina Peters wife of Moses J. Peters of the township of Montclair in said County and State, who being 
duly sworn upon her oath, maketh answer to the following interogatories: 
 
Please state you age occupation and residence, and what relation are you to one  Gleaves mentioned in 
the will of the late C. R. Ayres of Fa[u]quier County Virginia 
 
Ans. to 1st question.  
My name is Salina Peters, wife of Moses J. Peters, Occupation, house keeper for my husband. I reside at 
Montclair, New Jersey; I am between thirty five and forty years of age as nearly as I can recollect, and 
am the oldest child of Gleaves referred to in the will. 
 
2nd Question.  
Did you know one Jane Payne mentioned in said will, or her children. If so please state where she is now 
or where you last heard of her, how many children she had, their names, her oldest child, it name, if 
living, where. If dead, at what age did it die & where. If unknown, when did you last hear from it. and 
how old was it at the time you last heard from it 
 
2nd answer. 
I knew Jane Payne. She died as nearly as I can recollect about twenty five years ago. She had two 
children, a girl, and a boy, that died in infancy. Betsy was her oldest and she was a right smart girl when I 
last saw her. I supose she was at least ten or twelve years old then; I have not seen or heard from her 
for some ten or twelve years or more, do not know whether she is living or dead: 
 
3rd question. 
Did you know Mary Fletcher likewise mentioned in said will and what has become of her, and especially 
her two children, Viana and Sally, if living, where. If dead when did they died and what relations survived 
each of them, and how old were each of them at the date of their death. 
 
3rd answer. 
I knew Mary Fletcher, who died before the death of Jane Payne more than twenty five years ago. She 
had two other children, after her marriage: Viana and Sally were her two oldest children, and both are 
dead: Viana died in New York recently (as I have been informed) and Sally died some time in the early 
part of the war of the late rebellion, and was between 12 & 14 years of age at the time of her death, 
who was survived by Viana.    Selina Peters 
 
Sworn and subscribed before me at Montclair N.J. the nineteeth day of October 1889. N. O. Pillsbury, 
Notary Public for N. J. 
 
[Transcribed 9/6/2013 by Jean L. Cooper.] 
 



  



DEPOSITION OF JAMES L. WHEATON, M.D., NELLIE B. SLOCUM, AND JAMES JEFFERSON ON29 
NOVEMBER 1889 
 
Pawtucket, R.I. Nov 29 1889 
This is to certify that Mrs. Nellie B. Slocum of 19 Elm St. in this city is too ill to leave her house for any 
purpose whatever. Wm. A. Gaylord, M.D. Attending physician 
 
The depositions of Nellie B. Slocum and others taken before me James L. Jenks a Notary Public for the 
County of Providence in the State of Rhode Island pursuant to notice hereto annexed at my office 91 
Main Street Pawtucket, RI on the 29th day of November A.D. 1889 to be read as evidence on behalf of 
Robert Whitacre, shrr of Sally Fletcher dc’d. and Nellie B. Slocum, two claimants under the will of C. R. 
Ayres dc’d. in a certain suit in equity pending in Fauquier Circuit Court styled Payne vs. Floweree. 
 
Present: James L. Wheaton, M.D. and James Jefferson. Mrs. Nellie B. Slocum being sick as appears by the 
annexed certificate, her deposition was taken at her residence, 19 Elm St., Pawtucket. 
 
The witness Nellie B. Slocum being duly sworn deposes as follows: 
 
1. Please state your name age and residence? 
 
Nellie B. Slocum, age is 32 years, residence Pawtucket, R.I. 
 
2. Where were you born, and what was your mother’s name and your own name before marriage? 
 
I was born in Rectortown, in the State of Virginia in 1857. My mother’s name was Jane Payne. My 
mother died when I was three or four years old in Rectortown. My own name before marriage was 
Nellie B. Francis. My name was originally Mary Elisabeth Payne or as I was called in the South for a 
nickname “Betty” Payne. I came north just before the close of the war. I came north with a man named 
James Jefferson. I was then about 6 or 7 years old. Mr. Jefferson brought me to Providence R.I. and 
there I was adopted by John C. Francis and his wife, Lucretia A. Francis. At my adoption my adopted 
parents had my  name changed from Mary Elizabeth Payne to Nellie B. Francis. Mr. and Mrs. Francis are 
both dead. I have lived in Pawtucket nearly ten years. 
 
3. Were any of your mothers children older than yourself 
 
No, I was the oldest. 
 
4. Are any of your relations living in Virginia, and if so please state who and where. 
 
Yes, my grandmother Betsy Payne, at Rectortown, and my uncle Thomas Payne at the same place. 
 
5. Do you or did you know in Rectortown a girl named Sally Fletcher and if so is she still living? 
 
Yes, I knew Sally but don’t know whether she is still living or not. 
 
6. How old was Sally the last time you saw her or knew of her? 
 



I think she must have been about 12 or 13 years old the last I knew of her. And further this deponent 
saith not.   Nellie B. Slocum 
 
James L. Wheaton being duly sworn deposed as follows: 
 
1. What is your name age residence and occupation 
 
James L. Wheaton age 66 residence Pawtucket R.I. and am a Physician. 
 
2. Do you know Nellie B. Slocum of Pawtucket and if so how long have you known her 
 
I do, I have known her about 9 or 10 years. I have been her family physician during the most of that 
time. 
 
3. What is the general character and reputation of Mrs. Slocum and are her statements entitled to faith 
and credit. 
 
Her character is good and I believe that any statement she might make would be entitled to full credit 
and belief. And further this deponent saith not.  J. L. Wheaton, M.D. 
 
Adjourned to Dec. 2nd. 
 
Dec. 2nd, 1889 
 
James Jefferson being duly sworn deposed as follows: 
 
1. What is your age residence and occupation? 
 
Age 63, residence Johnston, R.I. Occupation, a hair dresser. 
 
2. Do you known Nellie B. Slocum of this city? and if so how long have you known her? 
 
Yes, sir. I know her. I first became acquainted with her in 1863 in Virginia. I was barber for the 12th R.I. 
Volunteers and she came with some slaves from Rectortown to where the regiment was. She was then a 
small child and was in charge of her grand mother. I asked her name and they told me it was Betty 
Payne. When I came home with the regiment I told an acquaintance of mine, Mr. John C. Francis about 
this little girl Betty and about another little girl I saw there. Mr. Francis said he would like to have such a 
little girl to bring up in his family and I told him if I went South again I would try to get one of them for 
him. In 1864 I went South again and found little Betty, and her grandmother consented to me bringing 
her North, which I did. Betty’s full name was Mary Elizabeth Payne. Mr. and Mrs. John C. Francis  
adopted her and had her name changed to Nelly B. Francis. I was on intimate terms with the Francis 
family and kept [run?] of the little girl while she lived with them. Both her adopted parents are now 
dead and Nellie married Charles Slocum of Pawtucket R.I. some 8 or ten years ago. I have kept up my 
acquaintance with Mrs. Slocum from the time I brought her North in 1864 to the present time.  She was 
a delicate little thing when I took her and she never has been rugged or strong since. I have a 
photograph of Mrs. Slocum that was taken soon after I brought her North with me. She is now residing 
with her husband in Pawtucket R.I. And further this deponent saith not.  James Jefferson 
 



State of Rhode Island &c. 
Providence &c. 
 
I James L. Jenks a Notary Public for the county of Providence in the State of Rhode Island do hereby 
certify that the foregoing depositions of Nellie B. Slocum, James L. Wheaton, M.D., and James Jefferson 
were duly taken sworn to and subscribed before me at the time and place and for the purpose therein 
mentioned. 
 
Given under my hand and notarial seal this 3rd day of December A. D. 1889.  
James L. Jenks, Notary Public 
 
[Transcribed 9/6/2013 by Jean L. Cooper.] 
 



 


